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PARISH DIRECTORY 
For times of services see pages  26 & 27 

CHURCH OPENING TIMES… 

MON-FRI 10.00am to 3.00pm SAT 10.00am to 1.00pm 

VERGER’S & PARISH OFFICE: Tel 427745 (Answer phone outside office hours) 
 

E-mail address - stjstayeovil@btinternet.com Website - www.sjayeovil.co.uk 
 

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR available in the Church office: 

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday mornings  9.30am-1.30pm 
 

Church activities...  

Junior Church 

Crèche (0 to 2yrs)  Second, third and fourth Sundays in the  St Johnôs  

Scramblers (3yrs to 5yrs)  Schoolrooms. We leave partway through the morning  

Explorers (6yrs to 10yrs)  service 

Pathfinders (11yrs to 14yrs)     ð Simon Corner 411614 

CYFA (15yrs to 18yrs)  - CYFA meets on Sunday evenings 
 

Kids & Co    Mondays 1.30pm St Andrewôs Hall  

(For babies and toddlers) 

          

Bell Ringing Practice  Monday Evenings 7.30pm ð Roger Fox Tel: 862041 
 

St John’s Music Group Practice Mondays by arrangement ð Keith Ovenden Tel: 424780 

 

St Andrew’s Friendship Circle 1st Tuesday 2.30pm ð Ruth Preston Tel: 422507 
 

SALT     2nd & 4th Tuesdays 12.30pm ð Beth Farrington 

(St Andrewôs at Lunch Time)  
 

Together on Tuesday  1st & 3rd Tuesdays 2.30pm ð Shirley Lee Tel: 427070 

 

Genesis     Fortnightly on Wednesdays ð Becky Dudley-Smith 475352 

(For Mums with young children)         or Jo-Anne Smith 

 

First Wednesday   Usually, the first Wednesday of each month 7.30pm at  

(Parish Prayer and Praise)                St Andrewôs Hall 
 

Foam & Fellowship  1st Friday 9.00pm ð Ian Croxford Tel: 415340 

 

Friday Night Youth Groups Friday evenings 7.30pm ð Simon Corner 411614 

Pathfinders (11yrs to 14yrs) 

CYFA (15yrs to 18yrs) 
 

Fellowship Groups  These usually take place on the second and fourth  

                                                          weeks of each month ð Contact James D-S Tel: 475352  
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 A Letter from 

James Dudley-Smith (Rector) 

Dear friends 
 
On the 8th of September this Autumn, the biggest Anglican congregation in 

Canada moved out of its large and landmark church building (St. Johnôs 

Shaughnessy in Vancouver) where it has met for nearly 100 years. It is now 

holding its services in other buildings. Why? Because of a dispute between 

this church and its diocese. The dispute ended up in the Supreme Court of 

Canada in June, and the result is that the congregation have to hand back 

their building to their diocese, and move out of it. 

 
On the surface this dispute is about the blessing of same-sex unions. The  

Anglican diocese of New Westminster began to authorize services to bless 

homosexual couples in 2002, and the clergy and people of St. Johnôs  

Shaughnessy believed this to be against Godôs will revealed in the Bible, and 

against the theology and practice of the Anglican Church. On the surface itôs 

about homosexuality, but under the surface is the far bigger issue of authority 

in Christian faith. Where do we look for authoritative teaching on what is 

right or wrong in doctrine and ethics? The congregation of St. Johnôs 

Shaughnessy believe that God has spoken - and still speaks - through the  

Bible, and that we must trust what he has said, on sexual ethics as on all  

matters. 

 
We should pray for this congregation and its ministers, seeking to teach and 

preach the historic Christian faith, in the midst of this distressing turmoil. 

Their Rector is Canon David Short. They also have on the staff a Church of 

England minister, writer and theologian called Jim Packer (The Revd.      

Professor J.I. Packer to be accurate!). Jim Packerôs writings have been 

hugely influential across the Christian world; he was once Associate       

Principal of Trinity College Bristol. Wikipedia says, óhe is considered one of 

the most influential evangelicals in North America.ô And now he and his 

church have been forced out of their church building by their own diocese. 

 
These are uncomfortable days for the Anglican Communion around the 

world. The disputes between the more liberal and the more orthodox parts of 
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the Church are tragically hotting up. We each need to ask ourselves: What 

are we at liberty to change in our Christian faith? There are many issues of 

church style, culture and language that can and must continue to change if we 

are still to communicate in our modern age. But we cannot and must not 

change our understanding of God, the Gospel, and the way of life to which 

he calls us, as laid out for us in the pages of the Bible. 

 
Will disputes such as this one in Canada come to England? I pray and pray 

that they will not. But in smaller ways they have already begun in some    

dioceses here, and we should not be complacent. The first key is to know 

where your loyalties lie ï to Christ and his church, or to men and theirs. 

 
So we pray for real Christian faith to flourish in Yeovil. Pray for 

those recently confirmed. Pray for a newcomersô evening on     

Saturday 12th November. Pray for our Remembrance Sunday    

services. Pray for an important discussion in St. Andrewôs Church 

Council about growth and the future on Saturday 19th. Pray for our services 

for the Hospital and the Hospice later in the month. Pray for discussions 

about a possible regular  evening service at St. Johnôs. Pray for the love and 

truth and grace and glory of Christ to be made known in our churches. 
 

With all best wishes - James 
 

A note from Ed Bangay 
aŀǊƪ ¢ǿŀƛƴ όǿƘƛƭŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀƭƛǾŜύ ƛǎ ŀƭƭŜƎŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŀƛŘ άwŜǇƻǊǘǎ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŘŜŀǘƘ 
ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ŜȄŀƎƎŜǊŀǘŜŘΗέ 
Some of you may have already read or heard that I have asked James if I 
can relinquish some of the responsibilities that I have been undertaking in      
recent years, as I am somewhat hindered in seeing things as clearly as I did. 
As a result, I will no longer be serving on a regular basis at Pearson House 
nor at The Knoll and Tyndale Nursing Homes.    
aȅ ƴŀƳŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άƎǊƛŘέ όǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ Ǉƭŀƴύ ŀǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŀǎ ƛǘ ŘƛŘΣ ōǳǘ 
I hope that it will still be possible for me occasionally to preside at Holy 
Communion. 
I appreciate so much being involved in the parish, and look forward to   
serving in the future, though perhaps in a different way.  
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Family Announcements 
 

In Memoriam:  
We give thanks for the life and faith of Mavis Unwin, who 
died on October 3rd, and we pray for Anne, and her 
brother and sister-in-law, Michael and Heather, and all the 
family. 
 
The funeral of Roger Coombs took place at St. Johnôs on 
Wednesday 19th October, and we pray for his family and friends. 

 
We extend our sympathy to all who have lost loved ones  

and pray that God will comfort all who mourn. 

Menõs Prayer Breakfast at St Johnõs 
 

  Men's prayer breakfasts are on the second  
Saturday in the month from 7:45am until 9:00 am  
 

  12th November - in the Schoolrooms  
 10th December - in the Schoolrooms  
 14th January - in the Schoolrooms  

 

For more information please see Keith Stevens  

Quote of the month  
 

When we canôt piece together the puzzle of 
our own lives, remember the best view of a 

puzzle is from above.  
Let Him help put you together.  

 

  -  Amethyst Snow -Rivers  
 

 From Losing the Thread, compiled by Alie Stibbe, published by Monarch Books  
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St Andrewôs ChitïChat 
 
At the end of September we celebrated our Harvest Festival.  Our 
flower arrangers had, as usual, made the Church beautiful and as it 
coincided with óBack to Church Sundayô we had a good congregation 
and were pleased to welcome some guests brought by our regular 
congregation.  It was especially nice to welcome a contingent from the 
Brownies, who presented their colours and took an enthusiastic part 
in our service.  After the Service, we had a Harvest Lunch in the Hall.  
We enjoyed sharing the Harvest loaf ï this year, it was a beautiful  
cottage loaf = with cheese, chutney and other accompaniments,     
followed by apple pie. The lunch was  a sudden inspiration from our 
Hall committee, who felt it would be more appropriate than our usual 
shared tea, but it all ran very smoothly and was enjoyed by all who 
took part.  Perhaps it will start a new tradition. 
 
To keep you up to date, I should tell  you about one or two matters 
that arose at our Church Council Meeting .in September.  As we come 
into November, our thoughts turn to our Patronal Festival ï St.        
Andrewôs Day.  This year, it falls on Wednesday, 30th November, 
There will be a Service of Holy Communion at 6.30pm in the Church   
followed by a supper at Palmers Fish Restaurant.  We like to        
celebrate St. Andrew as a fisherman ï and it makes a good social  
occasion after the Service!  Do put it in your Diaries and join us.  I am 
sure transport wonôt be a problem.  There will be further information in 
the Notices. 
 
Looking ahead, our Carol Service will be held at 3:30pm on Sunday 
16th December, and will be followed by Coffee and mince pies in the 
Hall.  Last year was the first time we had tried the earlier time, as it 
was felt that coming out later is a problem for some on a dark winter 
night.  However, last year the weather was so bad and the paths and 
roads so icy, that it was difficult to judge if it was an improvement or 
not!  We had a fair number, but quite understood why more could not 
make it!  We hope for better things this year!  There will be no     
morning Service on that day. 
 
On Christmas Day, St Andrew's will host the Parish communion    
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Service ï time to be announced! 
  
Just one piece of family news to share with you.  Stephen Pilton is 
celebrating his 18th birthday  on the 19th November.  It is a bit late to 
wish him a Happy Birthday, but we certainly send him our best wishes 
for the coming year!  Also to Nicky who is celebrating a special    
birthday in the near future! 
 
This is rather brief because I have been having computer problems!  
Weôll hope for better things next time!           - Margaret  

THE DAVE WALKER GUIDE TO THE CHURCH 

Please pray for the people of Yeovil in the run up to the 
festive season.  
Amidst the financial difficulties that they face, the 
pressure to have a ôperfect Christmasõ and their      
childrenõs wishes for expensive presents, the truth of 
the Christmas story will shine through and have a    
lasting impact on their lives.  
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November 2011 .... The BYG suggests for your 
prayers. 

 Please pray for our mission links abroad... 
 

Marc and Hilary Deneufchâtel in Benin  
- See page 11 for their prayer requests 
 

Muyunda Simangolwa in Zambia 
- Pray for Muyunda doing his studies so far away from home and 
for Cynthia coping with the familiesõ needs. Pray for a teaching 
job for her soon and that she will receive a salary in good time. 

 

Yeovil Night Shelter  
- Please pray for a way forward. Pray for Chris, the staff  and  

volunteers that they will be able to continue giving the    
homeless the support they deserve. 

 

For the rest of  the world...  
- For a deal to be reached between Palestine and Israel that will 

lead to a lasting peace, respect between the peoples and a 
homeland for each nation. 

- For the survivors of  the earthquake in Turkey and the floods in 
Thailand, that they will be given what they need to rebuild 
their lives. 

- Pray for the debt ridden countries of  Greece, Italy, Spain and     
Portugal.  That the financial burden on ordinary people will 
not put families at risk. 

- For our soldiers, sailors and airmen serving all over the world. 
For those who have been injured physically and mentally in 
conflicts. Also for those who have died and their families as they 
mourn their loss. 

BYG... Points for prayer 

 

Don't forget the Parish Prayer Diary is available each month. It gives 
suggestions for people, places and situations that you can pray for. 
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Where does it go and what does it do?  
- Yeovil Night Shelter  

Readers of Septemberõs edition of Focus may recall that the Beyond     

Yeovil Group promised details of the people and organisations which 

received money from our churchesõ outward giving. This month our     

report is on the Yeovil Night Shelter.  

Yeovil Night Shelter started with a Christmas Shelter in 1987. After that 

date they ran a nightly soup run in Yeovil, providing rolls, soup and  

company to wayfarers and the homeless of the area. This stopped in    

August 2001, and the clients were fed at the shelter in Newton Road.  

After two moves, they obtained a Lottery grant and purchased the    

premises at 13 Wyndham Street. It had 10 beds and was open 4 nights a 

week from Sunday to Wednesday inclusive. The inspiration for the     

shelter was from Captain Peter Love an ex P & O officer with a wealth of 

experience with the Seamanõs Mission, the Apostleship of the Sea. Sadly 

Peter died in March 2008.  
 

The new manager, Chris Gibbons has done an excellent job of running 

the   Shelter, ably assisted by a committee, trustees and volunteers. In 

2009 the kitchen, dining area, shower and toilet facilities were  upgraded 

which made a big difference, by making it more comfortable for the    

clients and easier for the volunteers to keep clean. One of the recent   

improvements was to introduce a ôdry houseõ which  accommodates    

clients in recovery from drug and alcohol abuse. This has been very   

successful and some of these clients actually volunteer in the kitchen and 

others have helped to create a marvelous òLord of the Ringsó inspired 

garden! The role of the shelter was highlighted last November and       

December when the very cold weather occurred. As a result the number 

of people coming in went up to 18 - 20 over a period of up to eight 

weeks; the added concern was that 50% were migrant workers that had 

fallen on hard times.  
 

On the 12 August 2011, the shelter closed its dormitory style                  

accommodation in an enforced response to the governmentõs new     

strategy of ôone room per  personõ. The shelter will now be open for 7 

nights a week for food and support in a ôdrop inõ format for those in need. 

The client group has clearly changed over the years and the introduction 

of the dry house has been successful in helping moving some clients 

away from homelessness. The role of the shelter will change and until 

further guidance is given from South Somerset District Council, an air of 

uncertainty exists. A name change for the shelter is most likely to be the 

next move.  
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Deneuf' News September 2011  
 

The Deneufchâtel family serving the Monkolé churches with SIM in Benin, 
West  Africa. 
 

Dear friends, 
After four very enjoyable and rewarding months in Europe, we arrived back 
in Benin on July 1st. We were immediately plunged into missionary life 
again by spending three days (before even returning to our house!) praying 
and talking with missionary and Beninese colleagues about the new vision 
and strategy of SIM Benin. It was a very positive way to kick off our new 
term on the field.  
The main emphases that came out of the discussions were, in no particular 
order: Prayer, Discipleship, Justice issues, Children and youth, Evangelism,   
Training, Development work 
 

We also felt strongly that we need to be sure that we share God's passion to 
see people reached by the Gospel. 
This fits well with our own desire to see the whole Bible translated into the 
Monkolé language and  the Monkolé churches being trained in a life of    
discipleship and reaching out to the people in this region who do not know 
Jesus. Since the vision and strategy meetings we have also been challenged 
to think more about our role in the youth work here. While we don't want to 
run the meetings, we realise we could help to train the youth leaders and 
support them in their responsibility. In general we see ourselves working 
behind the scenes to train and encourage those up-front so that our     
eventual departure will not leave a hole but a stronger, more mature 
church. 
Important verses for us are Colossians 1:28-29, "We proclaim him,         
admonishing and teaching everyone in all wisdom so that we may present 
everyone perfect in Christ. To this end I labour, struggling with all his     
energy which so powerfully works in me."  
We aren't there yet, and need your prayers that we would have "all        
wisdom" as we serve the Monkolé churches. 
Anyway, from theory and planning back to practice! Over the summer we 
were getting settled back into life here, renewing our residency cards,     
revising our Monkolé language skills and so on. September has seen some 
important changes to our daily routine as Simon has started school and I 
have started work with the translation team!  
Marc is homeschooling Simon, using resources from the French             
government's distance learning scheme é or at least he will be when they 
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actually arrive! For now he is using activity books sent by his family or 
bought in Cotonou. Simon is a very motivated and conscientious pupil so 
far, and this despite the fact that his village friends don't start school until 
October and so are playing at his house with his brother while he is at 
school! 
I am thoroughly enjoying the translation work. My task is to compare the 
Hebrew text with the Monkolé text which has been translated from the 
French, and then to discuss this with Pastor Samuel ï in Monkolé of course! 
We are currently reviewing the text of Exodus, after which it will be ready to 
be checked by the translation consultant. A wonderful answer to prayer is 
that from October we will have a new member of the translation team, 
Philémon. 
Benjy wasn't sure he liked the new way of doing things, involving the rest of 
the family going out while he stayed at home é but he has adjusted quickly, 
and makes the most of our absence to break rules! Hélène, the pastor's 
wife, who looks after him, isn't quite as strict as us, it would seem!  
In the afternoons I look after the boys and Marc spends time working on 
other things. His biggest project is the preparation of Dry Season Bible 
School in March 2012, where he will be teaching on the book of Genesis. He 
would like to work with one of the church elders on this, to train up another 
Bible teacher for the church. 
Please do keep us up to date with your own news and prayer requests. 
Thank you for your support and prayers.  
 

Serving joyfully in mission, 
 Marc, Hilary, Simon and Benjy  
 

We give thanks: 

 - for a smooth re -adaption back into life here 
 - for the vision and strategy meetings and a real sense of God's  

leading 
 - for a good start to the new school year  

 - for Philémon being willing to join the translation team  

 

Please pray: 

 - for Philémon's training and integration into the translation team  
 - for Marc's work preparing Bible teaching and youthwork training  

 - for Simon's enthusiasm for school to continue 
- that Benjy won't feel left out when we leave the house in the 

morning 
 

Famille DENEUFCHATEL, SIM, BP 15, Sinagourou, PARAKOU, République. du Bénin, W. Africa 

Email: hilary.deneufchatel@sim.org     Blog: www.mummydeneuf.blogspot.com  
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GREETINGS FROM WYNDHAM PARK 
Godõs timing is perfect ð When I moved to Wyndham Park I saw just up 

the road from me, a piece of grass with a low wall built around it and 

trees planted, I thought an ideal place to have a teddy bears picnic.    

During the school summer holidays I waited for the nice weather to      

arrive, the occasional sunny days we did have I had other things I had to 

do, so I thought plans for a teddy bears picnic would have to wait until 

next year (even though the teddy bears were getting very thin).  God had 

other plans, even though the school holidays had ended, He sent us 

some glorious weather and everything was right for a picnic to take place. 

ð It was Thursday afternoon and I put up the signs, covering the Barrett 

ones (just for a short time), Rachel from the Wyndham Park Cluster 

Group and I met some lovely mums and children who joined us on their 

way home from school and who suggested if we had a teddy bears picnic 

on Saturday afternoon, lots of children would come, which we did and 

lots of children did come and had a wonderful time.  So after thinking 

there wouldnõt be a teddy bears picnic, we had two in three days.  All the      

children asked when could we do it again and what are we doing next?  

Yes Lord, what next? 

Please keep praying for the Wyndham Park Community and especially 

the wonderful children who live here.  - Love Linda (Keyworth) 

News from Muyunda Simangolwa  

Muyunda had hoped to study at St John's Seminary this academic year.   
Unfortunately, at present there are problems  and there is no intake of new 
students. This will be rectified but slowly and we will continue to support 
both Muyunda and the Seminary. 
Muyunda has been advised to study for three years in Malawi. After much 
thought, advice and full support from his wife, Cynthia, he will travel after 
Christmas to start in January. It will be a huge wrench for all the family.  
Muyunda will only come home, finances allowing, three times a year, by 
bus. Cynthia meanwhile will have just completed her teacher training.   
However, in Zambia, teachers have to wait for the Government to place 
them in a school which can take months and even then, they will wait at 
least another three months for their first salary to be paid. When the     
Government is short of money, they are not paid. It will hard but both    
Muyunda and Cynthia are determined that Muyunda will complete his   
training and eventually move back to Western Province to be part of the  
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Anglican Church which at present is extremely small. It is his calling to go 
back to where he was born and to minister to his people.  
As our link, we will continue to  walk beside him and his family, share his 
highs and lows, continue to support him prayerfully and financially and    
witness this former Street Kid achieve his calling. 

Independent Age  
Independent Age ( www.independentage.org.uk ) 
is support community for older people, on low incomes, across the 

UK and Ireland.   We offer the hand of friendship tackling older 
people's poverty and loneliness by offering information, advice 

and friendship.    
One of the core services we offer to our members is the  support 
of a befriender.   Our befriending service is fully delivered by a  

network of some 1,200 Volunteer Visitors working in their local 
communities and provides essential support for thousands of older 

people in need.   However, we cannot help all of the older people 
who need our support and urgently need more volunteers in     
Yeovil.  

As a Volunteer Visitor you would assigned to an older person in 
your area and the role would involve anything from   dropping by 

a for a coffee and chat, checking that someone is alright or       
arranging a trip to the local shops.   The role is flexible and you 
could fit your visits around your other commitments and           

responsibilities.    
All volunteers receive an induction and training and get the full 

backing of one of our area volunteer managers and the expert  
advisers in our national care services team.   So, if you think you 
could be an Independent Age Volunteer please contact our South 

West Area Manager, Gloria Percival on 01823 481 353 or         
Gloria.percival@independentage.org.uk  

Leprosy Mission. 
Many thanks to all those at St John's and St Andrews who have          
contributed stamps and postcards for Leprosy Mission. There is an     
ongoing need for our stamps and postcards and, with Christmas fast approaching, 
many extra stamps will be coming through our doors. The box at the back of 
church has been emptied and is ready to be filled over the next couple of months. 
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St Margaret’s Hospice 
 

 

 

November 24th Light switch on at the Quedam Centre Yeovil 6.00pm 
 

November 25th An evening of Barmy Burlesque at Tabernacle Junction, 

Yeovil 8.00pm with The Castaway Theatre Co & Barmy Burlesque  tickets 

£10 to book tel 0845 345 9671 
 

November 27th Light up a Life service at St Johnôs Church, Yeovil 6.30pm 
 

November 27th Dolls House and Miniatures Fair at The New Digby Hall, 

Sherborne 10.00am 

Many thanks for your support 

Thank you  
Doreen Bennett and family would like to thank the people 
of St Johnôs and St Andrewôs for their prayers and cards 
on the death of Janice. It was very much appreciated at such a sad 
time.  

Dates for your diary 
 

The next Diocesan Evangelical Fellowship meeting 

at St. Georgeõs Church Wembdon on Tuesday 29th 

November, with Canon Chris Sugden speaking on ôThe Anglican 

Communion ð a local church guideõ. 
 

There will be a service of Holy Communion for St. Andrewõs 

Day, at St. Andrewõs on Wednesday November 30th, at 6:30 

p.m., followed by fish and chips at Palmers near Asda. 

Death leaves a heartache no one can heal,  
love leaves a memory no one can steal.  

-  Inscription on a headstone  
 

-  From Losing the Thread, compiled by Alie Stibbe, published by Monarch Books  
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¢ƘŜ DŀǊŘŜƴŜǊΩǎ IȅƳƴ 
 

All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small, 
All things wise and wonderful, the Lord God made them all. 

But what they never mention, though gardeners know it's true, 
Is when he made the goodies, he made the baddies too. 

 
All things spray and swattable, disasters great and small, 

All things paraquatable, the Lord God made them all. 
The greenfly on the roses, the maggots in the peas, 
Manure that fills our noses, he gave us all of these. 

 
The fungus on the goose-gogs, the clubroot on the greens, 
The slugs that eat the lettuce, and chew the aubergines. 

The draught that kills your fuchsias, the frost that nips the buds, 
The rain that drowns the seedlings, the blight that gets the spuds. 

 
The midges and mosquitoes, the nettles and the weeds. 

The pigeons in the green stuff, the sparrows on the seeds. 
The fly that gets the carrots, the wasp that eat the plums, 

How black the gardeners outlook, though green maybe their thumbs. 
 

But still we gardeners labour, midst vegetables and flowers, 
And pray what hits our neighbours, may somehow bypass ours! 

Prisons Week 2011: 20 -26 November  
Join Prison Fellowship (England & Wales) in praying for and         
supporting all those currently in prison, their victims, families and 
all those working in the prison service.  
Prison numbers are currently very high and the system is under 
pressure because of a reduction in central funding. Prison           
Fellowship, through its much celebrated Sycamore Tree initiative, is 
committed to reducing the cycle of re -offending.  
Visit www.prisonfellowship.org.uk for more 
information.  
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If God created all things why did he create sickness and disease?ò 
 

This is a personal issue for everyone, because we all get struck with 
illnesses sometimes, and we all know and care about people who  
suffer from long-term disease, or terminal illness. Illness strikes at the 
very heart of ourselves, the very chemistry of our bodies, and can 
seem so totally vicious and unfair. We canôt run away from it, control 
it, or explain why it should attack one person and not another. All we 
can do is to pray for those who suffer, and for ourselves too when we 
suffer; and continue to trust our God who in Christ has already proved 
his love to us. 
 

Christian faith does not offer slick answers to every question, but it 
does still have some things to say on this subject. 
 

1) Disease is part of a fallen creation. Godôs original world had no sin, 
sickness or death in it. These things entered the world   because of 
humanityôs rebellion against God. But God in his mercy has done 
something to put us (and his creation) right again. He sent his Son, 
Jesus Christ, who proved Godôs power to put things right by     
healing diseases, casting out demons, controlling nature, and     
displaying the kingly power of God in his own person. In his death 
he defeated Satan, bore our sins away, redeemed this fallen    
creation, and then rose to prove his power and authority in     
preparation for his return. At that future time, sin, sickness, and 
death will be eradicated forever, in Godôs perfect Kingdom. The  
existence of sickness in the present is due to sin. BUT é 
2) Donôt assume that a sick person is being punished for their sin. 

Many Buddhists and Hindus believe in Karma ï that everything 
works by cause and effect, so if you are ill, it is because you       
deserve it. Many Jews in Jesusô day believed something similar, 
but Jesus says it is not so (e.g. John 9:1-3). Sometimes Christians 
are told that if their faith is strong enough, God will heal them. But 
this too is wrong, because it implies that the sick person deserves 
their sickness because of their lack of faith. 

3) Some sickness can be a direct consequence of wrongdoing. It is 

Tough Questions  
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obvious that if you constantly drink alcohol to excess, you may well 
contract liver disease. If you are determined to thwart Godôs      
purposes, he may thwart you by one means or another ï think of 
the plagues of Egypt in the book of Exodus. But also, God can and 
does deliberately discipline his own people  sometimes through 
illness, in order to make us trust and obey him more. óThe Lord  
disciplines those he loves éô say Proverbs 3:12 and Hebrews 
12:6. 

4) Donôt assume that all illness is against Godôs will. God has a plan 
for a perfected creation, in which Jesus reigns forever, and no sin, 
sickness, or death will have any place. That is the future for Godôs 
people. Godôs intention for the future is to eradicate disease. But it 
is not his will to eradicate it now, and instead he chooses to use it 
in this present age, for his own purposes. Illness can be a means 
of bringing us closer to God, making us more dependent on him 
(because we can do less for ourselves), and humbling us.         
Suffering produces perseverance, character, and hope (Romans 
5:3-4). Donôt you find very often a striking kind of godliness in the 
Christians you know who have lived with great suffering? And think 
of Job: he was diseased by the hand of Satan, with Godôs         
permission, and the outcome was that God revealed himself to Job 
in chapters 38-41 in a very intense and powerful way. Through 
physical disease Job came to great spiritual blessing. And think 
too of Paulôs óthorn in the fleshô through which he was taught to rely 
all the more on Godôs grace. 

5) So donôt expect God to give you (or others) an instant healing 
every time you are ill. Sometimes it may genuinely be Godôs will 
for you to be unwell. Yes, of course we can pray for instant     
healing, and rejoice when God gives it. But we should not lead 
people to expect it, because God does not promise it. And donôt 
forget that God is at work through what we would call more        
ordinary means (e.g. doctors, nurses, medicines, sleep, time, diet, 
etc), and we should not take them for granted, but be truly thankful 
to him for these things. 

6) Let the facts of disease and illness stir us to greater compassion 
for the suffering. When someone is ill, we can phone them, send a 
card, or visit. When we hear of cholera and dysentery following the 
floods of Pakistan, we can make a donation to Tearfund. When 
cancer strikes a family, letôs not withdraw our friendship out of   
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embarrassment; we can let them know that we will journey with 
them in prayer and care. Christian people know óthe God of all 
comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can     
comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have 
received from Godô (2 Corinthians 1:4). 

 

As usual, there is far more that could be said on the subject, and it 
could all be said better. Let us renew our confidence that the day will 
come when óthe creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to  
decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of 
Godô (Romans 8:21).         
                 - James Dudley-Smith 

Safeguarding children in St Johnõs 

and St Andrewõs Churches 
What do we mean by safeguarding and who are we safeguarding 

and why? Well let me try and explain. It used to be called child 

protection but now it has been extended to protect not only       

children but also vulnerable adults so it is generally accepted 

throughout the land to be more appropriate to call it safeguarding. 

Why do we need to take action to safeguard children and            

vulnerable adults? Well Jesus always looked out for those not able 

to look out for themselves and we are called to be like Jesus so we 

have a duty to look out for them too.  

The House of Bishops have formed a policy and the Diocese of Bath 

and Wells have signed up to it and agreed to implement it. Our 

Diocese has tweaked it a bit to make it relevant to us and have now 

sent it out to parishes to implement. We had a policy before of 

course and this one is very similar but there are a few                    

improvements. I am the person appointed by the PCC to take      

responsibility for implementing this policy and Simon Corner has 

also been appointed to work with me. We take this seriously and 

recognise that we can only do this if we have the support and        

co-operation of the congregation which is why I am writing this for 

Focus so you all know what we have signed up to. There are        

serious consequences if we do not keep to this policy in that it 
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would invalidate our insurance policy, leaving us open to litigation 

which could result in the church paying out hundreds of thousands 

of pounds in compensation if someone took action against us; (and 

of course we do not have telephone numbers of money). Scary or 

what? Therefore Simon and I are very conscientious about carrying 

out the Diocesan Safeguarding policy. If you want to have a look at 

the whole policy, look on the Diocese of Bath and Wells website 

and go to ôsafeguardingõ. 

What this means in practice is that if someone wants to work with 

the children in our churches we will carry out safe recruiting which 

is my part of the work. I will give them some forms to fill in. These 

forms include a Job Application which asks for two references; a 

self declaration; some information about what to do if they have 

any concerns about the children they work with or if a child        

discloses that they are being treated in harmful ways. When they 

have filled in the forms and given them back to me and satisfactory 

references have been received, Simon will ask them to fill in a 

Criminal Records Bureau form. When that is back satisfactorily 

Simon and I with a PCC member will interview the person when we 

will go through their job description and give them an opportunity 

to discuss what the church is expecting of them with clear   

boundaries and make sure they know what to do in the event of an 

emergency, e.g. where the fire exits are/where the first aid box is 

kept, or if a child frequently arrives bruised in places not            

consistent with falling over or if a child reports being on the         

receiving end of harmful behaviour. We will also arrange some 

training for all people who give up their valuable time to work with 

our children.  

We are very grateful to everyone who works with the children in 

our two churches and we want to make sure that any child who 

comes to our churches are kept safe and looked after to the highest 

standard. Sadly one in four children in this country are affected by 

harmful behaviour and we want to make as sure as we can that we 

are part of the solution and not part of the problem. So if you are 

asked to fill in a form please do not treat it as unnecessary            

bureaucracy. It only takes five minutes to fill in and has far      

reaching consequences and is part of the way we look after the 

children in our church family. We may have known you for years 
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but we still need you to be part of safe recruiting so that we treat 

everyone the same and do not single out some people. You may 

only be making tea or serving squash to the children or putting out 

the chairs but children will see you as someone who is safe and to 

be trusted so if they see you outside of the church context they 

would know you as that nice person from church and trust you. 

Therefore we will ask you to be part of safe recruiting so that we 

can reassure parents that whoever their children come into contact 

with are properly vetted and sanctioned by the church.  

If you have any questions about the Diocesan safeguarding policy 

do please contact me and I would be happy to discuss it with you.  

- Margaret Hamilton  

A guide to prayer 
Much of the prayer of the Church of England is corporate, that is to say we do it 
together. Yet there is another side to our prayer life, our own individual prayers, as 
we try to share in Christ's prayer to his Father, that his will be done, his kingdom 
come. 
The advice we provide here was originally written for a children's book. However, 
whether you are a child, young person or an adult, prayer is easier than you might 
imagine! Millions of people of every age pray every day. 
You don't have to know any prayers if you want to pray - in fact, words can often 
get in the way. Picture Jesus, and then say what is in your heart, what you feel. 
Remember! - God hears every prayer - but not all prayers are answered in the way 
we might expect or desire: we don't always pray for his will to be done! 
'Arrow' Prayers - can be offered to God anywhere, at any time. 
But thankfully we don't live all our lives in moments of extreme crisis. What about 
day-to-day praying? We need to come closer to God, to experience His love for us 
and to try to make sense of where we are in the world. Prayer is the way we do 
this.  
How to start? - Use your hand. 
Your fingers can be used to bring to mind different things to 
pray for. 
Thumb - this is the strongest digit on your hand. Give thanks 

for all the strong things in your life, like home and family, 
relationships that support and sustain you. 

Index finger - this is the pointing finger. Pray for all those 
people and things in your life who guide and help you. Friends, teachers, doctors, 
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The mobile phone versus the Bible  

- Ever wonder what would happen if we treated our Bibles in the same 
way we treat our mobile phones?  
- What if we carried it around in our handbags or pockets?  
- What if we flipped through it several time a day?  
- What if we turned back to go get it if we forgot it?  
- What if we used it to receive messages?  
- What if we treated it like we couldn't live without it?  
- What if we gave it to kids as gifts?  
- What if we used it when we travelled?  
-What if we used it in emergencies?  
- We don't have to worry about our Bible being disconnected                                                                         
because Jesus already paid the bill, and in full.  
- And just think ï no missed calls! God hears them all.  
 

- From A Basket of Gems, compiled by Mark Stibbe, published by Monarch Books 

nurses, emergency services and so on. 
Middle finger - this is the tallest finger. Pray for all the important people who have 

power in the world, like world leaders and their governments, members of      
parliament and local councillors, the Royal Family, other world leaders and their 
governments. 

Ring finger - this is the weakest finger on your hand. It cannot do much by itself. 
Remember the poor, the weak, the helpless, the hungry, the sick, the ill and the 
bereaved. 

Little finger - this is the smallest and the last finger on your hand. Pray for yourself. 
 

When should I pray? - Traditionally, prayer times have been morning and evening, 
but you can choose a time which is best for you. It helps to be somewhere quiet, 
where you can have some time for yourself. 
Do I have to kneel? - Kneeling is the traditional posture for penitence and standing 
for praise, but you can pray anywhere - walking, standing, sitting, whatever feels 
comfortable. 
What else do I need to know? - Be creative - use music, a stone, a feather, a 
flower, or a candle to help you focus - if you are very young, or elderly, be careful 
with candles! 
Prayer activity is a discipline - it can be difficult at times, just like keeping fit, being 
on a diet, or keeping weeds down in the garden! Little and often is best, but don't 
give up! No prayer, however inadequate you may feel it to be, is ever wasted or of 
no value. 
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The season of remembrance  
 

November is a season of remembrance. We remember those whom 
we have loved and lost on All Souls Day. On 11 November we        
remember those who laid their lives down in conflicts from the First 
World War to the present day.  
 

This year I have had a very particular experience of remembrance. 
In 1988 I visited El Salvador during its civil war. It was particularly 
bloody and the Church took positive action to protect many people 
from the violence of the then government. As a result many     
Christians and particularly ministers were arrested and imprisoned. 
Some were tortured.  
 

One such person was Bishop Gomez. He had been told that if he did 
not stop protesting against the activities of the death squads, his 
next imprisonment would be his last. He would be killed. He did not 
desist, and was arrested. I was informed and with others began a 
campaign of letter writing, including to national newspapers, to 
draw attention to his plight.  
 

Later that week he was released I received the news at midnight on 
the Saturday. The reason for his release was because the authorities 
were intimidated by the international attention which had been 
drawn to Bishop Gomez situation.  
 

In September I returned to El Salvador, and on one evening met up 
again with Bishop Gomez. We embraced and wept together. Giving 
testimony later that evening he thanked our delegation for 
ôrememberingõ them all those years ago and for coming back. He 
then reminded us of the story in the Acts of the Apostles when St. 
Peter was in prison and the angels came and released him following 
the prayers and action of his friends and the church. ôI believe in 
spiritual angels,õ said Gomez, ôbut I also believe that human ones 
helped in my release those years ago.õ 
 

All of us can be angels ð messengers of good news. We can            
remember those who others forget, not just in our prayers, but by 
our actions. It is amazing how little it takes at times to change a 
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situation that is apparently impossible into one 
which offers hope, new life and freedom.  
 

When we remember loved ones, the folk who have 
died in conflict, let us remember too the many who 
struggle against the odds, and need not only our 
prayers but our active support and care.  
 

Jesus said, ôWhatever you ask in my name I will do 
it.õ that is   something worth remembering. 

+Peter Bath and Wells 

The following poem is taken from a wreath laid at Bayeux 
British Cemetery during the D-Day anniversary celebrations 

 

They ask us why we do it 

Why we still parade 

Now that we are getting older 

And just a little frayed 

It's not for the sake of glory 

Or the medals on our chest 

It's simply that we are comrades 

Who stood the final test 

On the 6th June, that fateful day 

A day that we will never forget 

Many a lad lay down his life 

And paid the final debt 

So when you see a veteran 

Give the man your hand 

For the medals on his chest 

Were won in foreign lands 

And when God asks the question 

'"Who are you my man" 

I will proudly answer 

"Sir, I am a veteran" 
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Simonõs Corner 
 

After a busy summer it has been great to get back into 

groups, to catch up with leaders and young people, and to 

be able to enjoy the warm weather too! This term is a really long one, 

and with Christmas approaching there is a lot to be done, so please 

do especially pray for all those involved in childrenõs and youth work 

at St Johnõs in the next couple of months. Please also keep praying for 

all the young people and children we work with.  

October has seen a variety of activities in both Pathfinders and CYFA. 

On Fridays we have made cakes, had a very interesting theme night 

with Pathfinders involving robots and super -heroes amongst other 

things! Weõve also had movie nights, another session of ôWhat on 

Earth are you doing, for heavenõs sake?õ and a CYFA weekend away, 

which was great fun.  

Tim Lewis came and did three excellent talks on Genesis for us on the 

weekend, which were both encouraging and provoked some very 

challenging discussions. We also explored Hereford, solved 2          

murder -mysteries and had a great time relaxing and getting to know 

each other better.  

On Sundays, CYFA have completed a series looking at some basics of 

Christianity and will be moving on to look at Romans after ½ term. 

Pathfinders on Sundays are having a short look at Elisha and will be 

moving on to build up to Christmas soon!  

Coming up on Friday nights, we have more ôWhat on Earth are you 

doing, for heavenõs sake?õ Games nights, a ôGirls / Boys night inõ, and 

much more. Please also look out for November 18 th ð a special quiz 

night to raise money for Children in Need. This is instead of the 

ôTraidcraft eveningõ we have done in the past, but again all from the 

church will be welcome, it will be a bit of fun and will be raising some 

money for a great cause, so do come along, invite friends and even 

set up a team ð details belowé 

The CU at the Park School is again under way, and going well, though 

we are looking at changing the day we meet. Yeovil College CU has 

started up again, and at a slightly earlier time which is great. We have 

several new members and it looks like they have some good ideas for 

what they would like to be doing this year. Iõve also been in touch 

with the Urban warriors and we are hoping to work together on CUõs 

in both Westfield and Preston Schools.  
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This week it was also a real privilege to be involved in the               

Confirmation service at St Johnõs. Over 20 candidates were            

welcomed into the church family and 7 from St Johnõs. It was great to 

get to know the young people as James and I led preparation       

sessions for them, and great to see them confirming their faith for 

themselves. I asked our candidates to write a little about how and 

why they had got to this stage in life and would love to share some of 

their comments (anonymously).  
 

What are some of the good things about being a Christian?  

- A sense of belonging to a big family  

- Being able to talk to God through prayer  

- There is always someone there for you and to hear you  

- God and Jesus watching over you, helping you to make the right 

decisions  

- Knowing God  
 

Why do you want to get confirmed?  

- To get closer to God  

- To let everyone know that I am a follower of Jesus and that I am  

taking a step closer to God  

- To tell & show people around me that I believe in Jesus and want 

to follow him.  

- To show others that Iõm a Christian. 
 

And finally a date for your Diary . This term, as each year, we are  

holding a fundraising event in November. This year it is the evening of 

Nov 18 th, It will run from 7.30pm until approx 9pm and will be a       

general knowledge quiz. The young people will provide refreshments, 

as well as the questions and all profits will be going to Children in 

Need ð which is happening that evening!  

Weõd love as many as possible to come and support this event. It will 

be Ã2 to enter, but you donõt need to be in a team, we can help with 

that if necessary. Please invite friends, and if you do want to form a 

team, weõd recommend no more than 6. There will be prizes for the 

winners, and it should be a lot of fun, so please do come along and 

help the young people raise a good amount for this excellent cause. 

Contact Simon for more details.  

Thanks once again for all your support, encouragement and prayers 

for the youth and childrenõs work, the volunteers and I really            

appreciate it. Thank You.                        - Simon Corner, Youth Minister  
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SERVICES AND EVENTS IN NOVEMBER 2011  
 

Tues 1st  10.30 am Holy Communion             St John's  
2.30 pm Friendship Group  St Andrewôs Hall   
2.30 pm Together on Tuesday  Schoolrooms 
4.00pm/ 4.15pm Staff Meeting     The Rectory 

Wed 2nd 9.45 am Genesis   41 The Park 
7.30 pm First Wednesday  St Andrewôs  

Fri 4th    6.30 pm Evening Prayer   St Andrew's 
  7.30 pm Pathfinders/CYFA  Schoolrooms 
Sat 5th  Morning  ñodd jobsò party   St Johnôs 
 

3rd Sunday before Advent  
Sun 6th  8.00 am Holy Communion   St Johnôs 
  10.00 am Holy Communion   St Andrew's  
  10.30 am Together for Worship    St John's  

 

Mon 7th 1.30 pm Kids & Co   St Andrewôs Hall 
Tues 8th 10.30 am Holy Communion  St John's 
    12.30 pm         SALT    St Andrewôs Hall 
Wed 9th 7.30 pm St Andrewôs Council  St Andrewôs 
Fri 11th  6.30 pm Evening Prayer   St Andrew's 
  7.30 pm Pathfinders/CYFA  St Johnôs 
Sat 12th   8.00 am Menôs Prayer Breakfast  Schoolrooms 
  7.30 pm Newcomersô evening   The Rectory 

 

Remembrance Sunday  
Sun 13th  8.00 am Holy Communion     St Johnôs 
  10.00 am Morning Worship     St Andrew's  
  10.30 am All Age service     St John's Schoolrooms  
  11.00 am Remembrance Sunday Service St Johnôs 

 

Mon 14th 1.30 pm Kids & Co   St Andrewôs Hall 
Tues 15th 10.30 am Holy Communion  St John's 
    2.30 pm Together on Tuesday  Schoolrooms 

4.00pm/ 4.15pm Staff Meeting     The Rectory  
 7.30 pm St Johnôs Church Council   Schoolrooms 

Wed 16th 9.45 am Genesis   41 The Park 
Fri 18th  6.30 pm Evening Prayer   St Andrewôs 

 7.30 pm Pathfinders/CYFA  Schoolrooms 
Sat 19th 9.30 am St Andrewôs Church Council Meeting   

         St Andrewôs Hall 
 

Sunday next before Advent  
Sun 20th      

 
 8.00 am Holy Communion   St Johnôs 

10.00 am Holy Communion   St Andrewôs 
10.30 am Morning Worship    St Johnôs  

  6.30 pm Hospital Service   St Johnôs 
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PARISH 
PRAYER 
CHAIN 

Please telephone any prayer 

 requests to:- 
 

Shirley Lee 427070   

or 

Eileen Bangay 850452 

 
 
 
 

These usually take place on the 
Second and fourth weeks of each month  

 

If you are interested in joining one of these groups  
CONTACT  James Dudley -Smith on 01935 475352  

  
 

Mon 21st 1.30 pm Kids & Co   St Andrewôs Hall 
Tues 22nd 10.30 am Holy Communion  Schoolrooms 
  12.30 pm         SALT    St Andrewôs Hall  
Fri 25th    6.30 pm Evening Prayer   St Andrew's 

7.30 pm Pathfinders/CYFA  Schoolrooms 
 

First Sunday in Advent  
Sun 27th  8.00 am Holy Communion   St Johnôs 

10.00 am Together for Worship   St Andrewôs 
10.30 am Holy Communion    St Johnôs 

  6.30 pm Evening Prayer   St Andrewôs 
  6.30 pm Light up a Life    St Johnôs 
 

Mon 28th 1.30 pm Kids & Co   St Andrewôs Hall 
7.30 pm St Johnôs Wardens  The Rectory 

Tues 29th 10.30 am Holy Communion  Schoolrooms 
  4.00pm/ 4.15pm Staff Meeting     The Rectory 
Wed 30th 6.30 pm Holy Communion for St Andrewôs Day  

St Andrewôs 

Details of events are as correct as possible at the time of printing but please 
check weekly notice sheets for any necessary changes.  
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Young SaintsYoung SaintsYoung Saints   
 

This months theme:  

The Third  

Commandment 

The Third Commandment  - Misusing God's name means using it in 

an empty or useless way. It is so common these days to hear people using Godõs 

name carelessly or in a curse that we may not realize just how serious that is. 

The way we use God's name tells others how we really feel about Him. When 

you or I use the name of God or the name Jesus in a thoughtless way or as a 

swear word, we dishonour God. God's name is special. We should respect His 

name and use it properly, speaking it in praise or worship rather than in curse 

or a joke.  

We are to keep Godõs name holy. That means we should never misuse His name 

or do anything that would bring shame to God. When Jesus taught His disciples 

to pray in the Lordõs Prayer, He started by saying, òOur Father in heaven, may 

your name be kept holy.ó If you donõt really honour His name, thereõs no point in 

going on with your prayers.  

What type of person would use Godõs name as a swear word? Someone that uses 

Godõs name thoughtlessly is someone who must not really know Him.  

Why do you think some kids speak Godõs name without respect? Well, probably 

because they want to impress their friends. Sometimes using Godõs name in an 

ugly way can become a bad habit for some people. But when you really know who 

God is and appreciate what Heõs done for you, your heart changes towards Him. 

And, when your heart changes toward God, the way you talk about Him changes, 

too. Respect for God and Godõs name begins with a heart that is totally given to 

God.  

When we become Christians, God gives us new hearts. As Christians, we want 

the whole world to know that we love and honour God. People wonõt believe that 

we honour God if they hear us using His name without respect. God asks us to 

speak His name with respect to show the rest of the world that we love and 

honour Him. 

Pray that God will help you to honour him by not misusing his name.  

 

Do not misuse my name. I am the LORD your God, and I will punish 

anyone who misuses my name.   

-  Exodus 20 verse 7     
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Jokes cornerJokes corner   
 

What lies at the bottom of the sea and shivers? A nervous wreck  
 

What is black and white and noisy? A zebra with a drum kit  
 

What's the fastest thing in water? A motor pike  
 

What lies in a pram and wobbles? A jelly baby  
 

What do you call a blind dinosaur? A do-you-think -he-saw-us 
 

What do they sing at a snowman's birthday party? Freeze a jolly good 
fellow  

Names for God Wordsearch  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Please note: This competition is open to all ages.  

This monthõs    

competition  
The wordsearch contains 

one more name of God. 

Get that name to the 

question above to the  

Editor to win a prize!  

Last Monthõs competition  
There was no winner for last 

monthõs competition. 
The answer to quiz question òWhich 

three men in the Bible refused to bow 

down and worship an image of God?ó 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego  

i e l o h i m l i 

a d o n i n a n y 

d a e d n s g d t  

d h a v o h e j  h 

a p r  a d g m r  g 

h l t  i a a o h i 

s a r  e h t  a f  m 

l y a h w e h a l 

e a b b a t  c h a 

God 

Abba  

Father  

Jehovah  

Yahweh 

Alpha  

Omega 

Elohim 

El Shaddai  

Adoni 
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Have You Ever Wondered Why...  
- Why the sun lightens our hair but darkens our skin?  

- Why you never see the headline: "Psychic Wins Lottery"?  

- Why "abbreviation" is such a long word?  

- Why do Doctors call what they do a "Practice"?  

- Why you have to click on "Start" to stop Microsoft Windows?  

- Why lemon juice is made with artificial flavour, while         

dishwashing liquid is made with real lemons?  

- Why there isn't mouse flavoured cat food?  

- Who tastes dog food when it has a "New & Improved" flavour?  

- Why Noah didn't swat those two mosquitoes?  

- Why sheep don't shrink when it rains?  

- Why they are called apartments, when they are all stuck     

together?  

- If flying is so safe, why do they call an airport a "Terminal"?  

- When dog food is new and improved -tasting, who tests it?  

- Why can a pizza get to your house faster than an ambulance?  

- Why do Supermarkets make sick people walk all the way to 

the back of the shop to get their prescriptions while healthy 

people can buy cigarettes at the front?  

- Why do people order double cheese burgers, large fries, and 

a Diet Coke? 

- Why do banks leave both doors open but they chain the pens 

to the counter?  

- You know that indestructible black box that is used on       

airplanes? Why don't they make the whole plane out of that 

stuff?!  

- Why do we leave cars worth thousands of pounds in our  

driveways and put our useless junk in the garage?  

Something to make you smile  
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60 West Coker Road, Yeovil, Somerset BA20 2JA 

Tel: 01935 472793 Email: Beechwood@homecall.co.uk 
 Set in landscaped gardens, Beechwood House, Yeovil, provides a very high standard of residential care for 28 

elderly people. You will be instantly struck by the homely and welcoming atmosphere where the interest of each 
resident is at the heart of everything we do. Beechwood House is not part of a large corporation, it is a private, 

individual Home with caring and trained staff. 

Private and funded clients are welcome. 
 

For an informal chat, or a visit, please contact the Manager, Mrs Sandra Barclay 

Beechwood House Care Home 

ADVERTS 
By inclusion in  FOCUS an advertiser is not underwritten by the Editor or the 

Church Council. We suggest always asking for a recommendation. 
If you would like to advertise in this magazine, please contact the Editor  

A Touch of Glass  

Glass and Metal Engraving Specialists 
 

1 Church Street, Yeovil, Somerset, BA20 1HE  

Tel 01935 411088  

dawn.stevense@btinternet.com 

 K. Allen 
ALL INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR PAINTING 

AND DECORATING UNDERTAKEN 

City & Guilds Qualified 

FREE ESTIMATES. NO VAT 

01935 422736 

mailto:Beechwood@homecall.co.uk
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                             Walter Wall  
 

      for Quality Carpets, Rugs and Vinyls.  

             All PricesñImmediate Delivery  

Fitting by Experts  

                  34 Princes Street, Yeovil  

                        Tel: (01935) 478100  

Keith Waddleton  
Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

 

Free estimates:  No job too small 

26 Sunningdale Road, YEOVIL. Tel:(01935) 425108 
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David C Rivett 
Family Owned Funeral Directors  

Monumental Masonry Arranged 
 

30 Lyde Road, YEOVIL. BA21 5AT. Tel: 433737 

 

 Ample On -Site Client Parking:  

All office staff Family Members: 24 Hour Service. 

 

 

 

36 Preston Road, 

Yeovil, 

BA21 3AQ 

This well established home in the 

centre of Yeovil, offers full    nursing 

ca re  in  a  w a r m,  f r i en dly                  

environment. 
 

Do call and have a look round 

or telephone 01935 472102. 

Prop. Chris Wharton 

G. H. Cook & Son 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS AND MONUMENTAL MASONS  

24 Hour Service  

Private Chapel of Rest  

8-11 Bond Street. YEOVIL. Tel: 423463  

 W A K E L Y  B R O T H E R S 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS 

 

Advice & Consultation without obligation:  

24 Hour Service: Private Chapel of Rest. 
 

contact...Clive Wakely 33 Sparrow Road, YEOVIL. Tel: 479913 
 

òGolden Charteró Pre-payment Funeral Plans 
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BARTLETTS  
   Removals, Containerised Storage, and Transport.  

                Packing materials available. 

               www.bartlettsremovals.co.uk 

           36 Buckland Road, Yeovil. BA215HA. 

Tel: (01935) 423932    Fax (01935) 433713.  

THE PARK SCHOOL 
YEOVIL SOMERSET 

Christian foundation Established 1851 -  Day and Boarding 

        Co-education : 3-18 Years 
òPupilsõ personal development is a strength of the schooló I.S.Inspectorate. 

¶ Very competitive fee structure throughout the key stages 

¶ Early years grants accepted in our Nursery 

¶ Sixth Form offering a wide range of ‘A’ level courses 

¶ Small classes: pupils/students work in a happy & supportive atmosphere 

¶ Scholarships available in academic subjects and in music, art and drama 

¶ Bursaries awarded to those in full time Christian work 

¶ Floodlit sports facilities 

Why not come and visit us?  

You will always receive a warm welcome 

For a prospectus or further details please visit our website or 
telephone 01935 423514; Fax 01935 411257  

Web site address  www.parkschool.com  
E-mail address  admin.parkschool@ukonline.co.uk  

 WATERLOO PLUMBING 
 

PLUMBING HEATING ENGINEER 

PLUMBING.BOILER REPLACEMENT.SERVICING 

AGA-RAYBURN SERVICE AND REPAIR 

TEL:07765211025 
 

OIL/LPG/GAS SAFE REGISTERED   
No 506686 

B015  

 

 

http://www.bartlettsremovals.co.uk
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Farmhouse 

 
Building Contractor 

Extensions. Alterations. Maintenance & 

 repairs. Patios.  

Internal & external decorating 
    

Tel: 01935 428176 

GEOFF  
BRYAN  

Pendomer House Bed & Breakfast  
Pendomer House offers an unique opportunity to stay in a beautiful     

English country home.  

Guests have their own sitting room with log fire , colour television and 

complete privacy.  Non Smoking  
 

Caroline Armitstead, Pendomer House, Pendomer, Yeovil BA22 9PD  

Tel 01935 862785    www.pendomerhouse.co.uk  
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                      WHO’S WHO? 

Rector Revd. James Dudley-Smith 475352 
Email: jamesds@tesco.net 

Assistant Clergy Revd. Ed Bangay 850452 

Curate Revd. Tim Lewis 509102 

Youth Minister Simon Corner 411614 

Readers Keith Stevens 
David Upton             

Beth Farrington 

Ted King 

428142 
424270 

Ex  Directory 

421921 

Verger 

 

Bob Banfield 
 

427745 
 

 

  St Johnôs     St Andrewôs   

Wardens 

  

Deputy Wardens 

  

Phil Juggins 
Helen Peace 

Alan Irwin 

Robert Warr 

421909 
414464 

471963 

432798 

Jenny Jones 
David Maynard-Griffin 

Les Jackson 

Ruth Preston 

422587 
424605 

425343 

422507 

Treasurer Martin Warr 476388 Ted King 421921 

PCC Secretary John Brookes 478862 Margaret Akerman  422474  

Organist Ray Willis 
 

07880 
918697  

 Derek Wood 01460 
75680  

Gift Aid Officer Roger Fox 862041 Jo Dodwell   

Captain of the Bell  

Ringers 

Roger Fox 862041     

Music Group Leader Keith Ovenden 424780     

Youth/Children’s  

Team Co-ordinator 

Simon Corner 
 

411614     

Floral Group Chair Mary Brooks 425147 Nicky Pilton  822422  

Child Protection  

Contact 

Margaret Hamilton 412570     

Envelope Secretary Shirley Lee 427070 Jo Dodwell   

Focus Magazine  

Editor 

Elaine Mitchell 476097 Margaret  
Akerman (liaison) 

422474 

Traidcraft Contact Pauline Kibblewhite 841510 Ruth Preston  434222  

Parish Administrator  

& Schoolrooms  

Bookings 

 
Kath Upton 

  

Home 
424270 

Office 

427745 

Jean Detrey  

(Hall Bookings) 

 
Ex-

directory 

Focus Editor email address: focus@sjayeovil.org.uk  

Please submit any articles or items for the Focus Magazine to the Editor via    

e- mail or pigeon hole in St Johnõs by the 3rd Sunday in the month  


